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In adapting a Difcourfe to the prefent 
occafion I fhall avail myfelf of the fentiments con- 
tained in that paflage of fcripture which makes 
the tenth and eleventh verfes of the firft chapter 
in the fecond epiftle of Peter. 
2 PETER, i. 10, 11. 

Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give all diligence. to 
make your calling and ele@lion fure, for if ye do thefe 
things ye foall never ‘all ; for fo an entrance ball be 
miniftered to yout abundantly into the everlaping 
kingdom and I of our Lord. 

IV is faid that the Mahometan foldiers rufh 
boldly to the contefts of the embattled field, 
becaufe all their fears are checked, and all their 
apprehenfions prevented, by the doctrine of fare, 
which makes an important article of their relig. 
jous faith; but Jet it not be fufpeéted that the 
paflage juft quoted will be employed upon zheir 
principles to prevent timidity in the Chriftian 
warrior. ‘The doctrine of neceffity, befure, is ca}. 
culated to preclude anxiety 5 for that which as 
inevitable, which nothing: can haften and nothin 
prevent, can neither be the fubject of dread nor 


_ of hope. The man who has given up the idea of 


his being a free agent, feels himfelf reftrained oy 


( 6 ) 


impelled by a power which he can neither regu. 
Jate nor refift. With liftlefsnefs and infenfibility — 
he yields to his deftiny, or with rafh defperation 
prefles onward to his fate.. As fuch a fentiment 
gives no ftimulus to exertion, and no encourage~ 
ment to virtue, I am not difpofed to be its advo- 
cate to-day. There are faid to be neceflarians and 
fatalifts among Chriftians ; with fuch I hold no 
Gay I would only refcue the text I have chofen 
sport € fervice of Predeftination, into which by 
EE us been enlitted,* and reftore it to its. 
Sot peseelication, For, let it be remembered, 
calling hae Chriftians to make their 
decrees of Gos a, Jure ; but the unconditional 
for becoming es sh gh depend upon our diligence 
by our negligence,” nor can they be contravened 
" Like all the ori 
ures are e¢ 5 
borrowed ae elithed with figurative expreflions, 
employments an 
they were com 
We ufages an 
of which, th ; 
paflages are au calia 
not difcovereg, 
Amonc the & 5 
tinently ufed p Fy Phors moft frequently and Per 
refer to the Ay OF Race writers; are thofé which 
titles given to the AR. Hence one of the auguft 
*¢ Deity is that of Gop of ARMIES 5 
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C7) 
angels are called his Host, and thunder and light- 
ning are THE ARTILLERY OF THE sky: and hence 
the fervice of Jenovan, or a religious life, is Ryled 
A WARFARE, in which men have enemies to com- 
bat and conquefts to fecure. 

Art the firft eftablifhment of Chriftianity, this 
comparifon was peculiarly pertinent ; for then 
the caufe met with violent oppofition, and was to 
be maintained againft the moft powerful attacks, 
Thofe who were engaged in it were expofed to 
perfecution and to death, and were therefore called 
upon to arm themfelves with firm refolution for 
the trial, to fuftain the conteft with undaunted 
courage, and to bear the affaults of their enemies 
with heroic magnanimity- Bh te 

Sr. Peter, no longer prandifhing the fword o¢ 
refiftance, but girded’ with “ the fword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of GoD, vifited the 
ftrangers fcattered through the pas of Pon. 
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aft, Het ithynia, to 
enlift foldiers in this Chriftian wat fie Addref. 
fing thofe who had already entered the sevice, and 
comparing himfelf to a commanding officer in his 
gent,* giving orders and directions for the difpo- 
fition of his troops, he deemed it meet to roufe his 
Chriftian cohorts to adtivity and vigilance, by a 
minding them of their engagements and routine of 
duties ina variety of terms borrowed from the 
military vocabulary 3T which may be thus para. 
phrafed. S 


% Sunvaudl, Ve 13> and 14. The word occurs but in ho 
other place in all the New-Teftament, namely, Ads vii. 46, 


tve5 Ile, 
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iz ©You have engaged, Brethren, in a noble Caufés 
Poffefs and call into exercife the qualities and yj,. 
tues that caufedemands. Accompany YOUr Payyyy_ 
in the Chriftian religion with FORTITUDE* in its 
Profeffion and defence. But that your Courage 
degenerate not into rafhnefs, or necdlefsly expofe 
you to danger, exercife a wife and difcrect pry. 
PENCE.t Let your preéaution fecure yOu againft 
furprife, and your watchfulnefs keep you always 
on your guard.—Be not only vigilant, but fober, 
Attain a perfea felfcommand, or TEMPERANCE ;f 
oe he that ftriveth for the ailon: is temperate in 
Mee oe aS no man that warreth entangleth 
pleafe hin. the affairs of this life, that he may 
weg Who hath chofen him to be a foldier- As, 
culties Geen may be involved in trials and diffi- 
vent, ME im all your precaution could ay ie 
With Ba aye bravery fubdue, arm bg eiescs 
8S_ good ieee that you may endure har nefs 
in all th pas Jefus Chrift, and vigoroufly 
enly Gaihpal difficulties and fatigues of the heay- 
SD. Let thefe qualities and virtues 


Tat ere [fs 3 
tlary virion Aens, the fuppofed god of war] denotes mil. 
wards the Word i. sonfilts in fortitude and bravery: “ if after= 
becaule for 4 b “ts been ufed to fignify virtue in general, it is 
vilour, whieh Ht ‘ime the Greeks knew no other virtue but 
always repattanges ih the brighter ages of that nation, was 
Laws, Arts and Scie aces by excellence’? GOoGUET Orig. of 
t Doce, Nees, vol. ii, p. 292s 
and fibers} [ Kooasledge fignifies in Foti of the belt writers, 
Prudence oy Pee S Ut’ the Septuagint and the New-Teftament, 
tnowledge, fi eee in other avords, the right application of 
£ Evesarsies ee deRruitur, nift per concilium fulciatur,’” 
§ Yrééorn, Bae command, temperance. Comp. Prov. ey 32. 
* Its moft appropriate meaning is, | caring 


the affaults ; 
of any evil, More efpecially of an eneniy 


C9) 
be accompanied and confecrated by Gopuiness.* 
Set up your banners in the name of the Lord; 
and rely on him for direction, aid,.and fuccefs 2 
remembering that the battle is not always.to the 
ftrong, but that Gop giveth the victory to whom 
he fees proper. Retain, alfo, a perfect harmony, 
love, and friendthip among yourfelves; :for una. 
-nimity is of the higheft importance, and the caufe 
requires the joint co-operation and efforts of ali, 
Crown this BRoTHERLY KINDNESs,t with the 
frank, open and generous difpofition of, univerfal 
PHILANTHROPY.{ In local attachments, forget 
not the general welfare. In perfonal animofities, 
Jofe not your régard for mankind. Poffefled of 
thefe virtues, fo becoming the Chriftian hero, you 
fhall never fall in the freld of battle,§ but fuccefsfully 


# Eyre. Piery, or a firm belief of | the Wifdom 
and goodnels of the Divine adminiftrations, is the only 
foundation by which patience can be effectually, fupported.—: 
Godlinéfs implies our duty more immediately towards 
Deity + 25 temperance relates to ourfelves, and patience refers 
ur fellow-men. , 

inad:agia, love of ihe brethren. The connexion between 
this and the /ove of Go, is fated x John iii. 17. and iy, 20,21: 

Y Our firft ot fuperlative love is due to Gop as the moft 
holy. and amiable being: In the next place, we aré to iste 
Chriflianss as being the moft like Gop: and then ai mankind, 
Ed defcending from one common father, having the fame ae 
tures peing liable to the fame wants and infirmities, and born 
for thé common good. [Gal. vi. to. 1 Theff. iii. 52. ang oa 
15-] Even their being enemies fhould not hinder us from Withs 
ing them well, [Matth. v. 43, &e.] or from doing into thei, 
As, in like citctimftances, we could reaforiably def 
{hould do unto us. [Maith. vii. 12.] Benson, Paraph 
Tue verb Mae fignifies To FALL IN BaTTyR, Goku 

Jude 24- In three piaces in the New-Teltament it is t i 


Bed otis ¥anflat. 
ed to offend s yetit is found ten times in the LEX, and neved 
B 


to oO 


ré they 


4 
Hi 
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eneotnter and vidorioufly fubdue‘all your fpirit- 
ual enemies,’ 4 
: ‘tT HEN follows our text, in which the apoftle 
purfites the fame metaphor in an ingenious refer- 
ence to the general orders given to the new recruits 
in the army of the Hebrews.—For us, my-hearers, 
to perceive the propriety of this allufior, it will 
e neceffary that the particulars’ to which it refers 
fhould be exadly ftated. 
Wen forces were to be raifed, all who were 
capable of bearing arms were affembled by 2 pub- 
© Cat. A general rendezvous was appointed, 
and a review was made of the people by '¥ ibes and 
by families. From the number who obeyed the 
\ ummons, the captain of the Lord’s inher Sei ceae 
~~ aflitted by proper officers, cHosE* thofe men who 
4ppeared moft willing, moft valiant, and belt qual- 
ified to enter into aéual fervice, and the others. . 
Were difmifled, The perfons elected were inftruct- 
ed in their duty, and informed that the fervice 
tO which they were entering was glorious in- 
Sed, for they were to fight the battles of the 
‘fi a They were reminded that to be chofen 
tom the multitude of their brethren was 47 ou 
Ourable diftingtion ; and they were charged. to 
ye tify this preference by a worthy condué- They 
Were bidden to be ftrong in the Lord, and of good 
“outrage, and to fight bravely for their parents and 


™ Ty 13 and iT i . AA fenfe, t? 
hy yh 14, TO STAND is ufed, in a military ” 


ii. 30, Judge r iA 
w Kings 3if) 24 ges xx. 16. 1 Sam. xvii. 8, 2 Sam. xvuL E 
Adts xv. 22, 


»*, OF etn : “ 
Foth te Chosen MEN for the war,? read Exod. XVil. 9 


2 Chron. xi, 1. xiiir 3, Pal Ixxvili. 31+ 


C ud 


brethren, their wives and children, ‘their privi- 
leges and laws, their cities and the Temple of their. 
Gov:*, And they. were affured that the Lord 
would gird them with ftrength for the conteft, 
cover their heads in the day of battle, and enable 
them to fubdue their impious.foes. At the fame 
time they were cautioned againft a conduct un- 
becoming their calling and appointment, left they, 
fhould incur the danger of being cafhiered for 
negligence, involve themfelves in the ignominy of 
defertion, or fall inglorioufly on the field of:conteft. 
So the apoftle Peter reprefents the gofpel invi-_ 
tation to join the church militant as a general call ; 
thofe who obey it, and come difpofed to engage 
in the Chriftian warfare, as cho/én or enlifted into 
the fervice; and thofe who follow the Great Cap- 
tain of our falvation, and continue faithful, as 
making /ure, ratifying or confirming the holy 
vocation wherewith they were called. Whereas, 
thofe who comply not with the fummons, are 
guilty of .perverfenefs and difobedience; thofe 
who yevolt after engagement, are chargeable with 
A high breach of duty and allegiance; and thofe 
who pold not the rejoicing of their hope and con- 
- fidence jrmt unto the end, and prefs not forward 
towards the prize of the high calling of Gop in 
Chritt Jefus, forfeit the crown of glory promifed 
only t° the perfevering, the faithful and victori- 


« Coxsvtt the martial law as ftated in the xx. and xxi, 
of Deuteronomy. Maimontpes, Aalack melachim, c. 6. 
Ser H8® SiPHRI, col. 199. Puro, Thegs Diravbgwa. Pp. 706. 
evo de jure Belli et Pacis, 

peor Heb. ili, 6. Ivis.the fame word which is tranf. 
tated J” in our text, 


chapters 
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ous. To that! vidory 'the apoftle alluded in 2 
Preceding verfe, when animating thefe Chriftian, 
cohorts to their duty; he ufes a verb which figni. 
fies to lead up'a triumphal proceffion ;* thus beautiz 
fully intimating that Fortitude, Prudence, Moder. 
ation, Patience, Piety, and Benevolence would not 
only prove? an impregnable phalanx to. aid the 
conquefts; but’ a majeftic ‘train to grace the tri- 
“mphs of the Chriftian hero. 

id Tat the conftruaion I have given of this fext 
~ correct, befides other evidence,t is afcertained 


oe Nike in the book of Revelations, where a 
and hi Snttoned as impending between Chrift 
alanniiens That the Great Captain of our 
this h il Prove victorious, is ‘inferred from 

2 the Soldiers thar. Are wih bin Gre CALLED» ana 


CHose $ ; 
EN; Gnd: PAlTHtUL; that is, have made their 


calling and eleQion suRE.S 


ve 
Knanen terrnets verfe 5 of the context. See Sones 
Son, p, she in loc. and Goopman’s Parable of the Prodigal 
umphal ¢ ~ In our text the fame verb is applied to a, tt 

* entrance into the heavenly kingdom. 

in cae firtt fuggefted this conflruction Pe ae 

ing at fuppofed the allufion, made to the metho ae 
which Ks hs army among the Grerxs and Romans 5 0: 
Datural ay acy cited many claffic authorities, But it is “ee 
atran| 6 confiftent to confider it as referring to the military 
/™angements of the Hesrews, as ftated above. 

t Revel. xvii. 14. : 

lo foe outta Avexanprinus fays, “Thole perfons, et 
call, Sah iy expofe themfelves to death, but do it at Gop : 
ING, faeaety and manly fortitude, conriam THEIR CALE 

green SURE, ] tv Anow Crontuor STROM, lib. Vi 

* the other Chriftian fathers underftood the text 
; Plained it, might be fhewn, 


— 
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In the fpirit of our text, therefore, which in- 
firudts the followers of Curist in the objects of 
their high and holy vocation, by referring them 
to the military calling ; and in the fpirit of the 
prefent occafion, which blends the offices of religion 
with the brofeffion of arms, \ hall proceed to com- 
pare and unite the refpective duties of the SoLDIER 
and the Curistrian. . 

In the fir? place, it is expected of foldiers that 
they be ready to obey the call which fummons 
them to the defence of their country. So thofe 
who join the church militant fhould ftep forward 
willingly to defend their caufe, and difeover the 
moft cheerful readinefs to ferve in “the grand 
expedition for heaven.” ’ 

2. ‘To appear on parade upon being warned, 
to wear the unifoim of the company, and to 
march in the ranks, do not alone make the man 
a foldier ; he muft alfo bear the armour of defence 
and the weapons of aflault.* Deftitute of thefes 
he would prove an ufelefs recruit, and an. unavail- 
ing combatant, And he will make but a defpic- 
able figure in the Chriftian camp who conyes 
unarmed and unprovided for the conteft. The 
weapons, indeed, of our warfare are not carnal ;t 
for, a8 We engage in a /piritual conflict, we are fur- 
nifhed with g divine panoply. . ‘* Wherefore, lays 
the apoftle,t take unto yourfelves the whole arm- 


* Tue anticne foldiers carried the /vord in the right hand 
and the /lield in,the left. So the Chriftians at Corinth were 
direfed to approve themlelves by ore. armour of righteous 
nefs on the right hand and op the left.” 2 Cor. vi, 7. ~ 


Pe Corea { Ephef. vi. 13—18, 
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our of Gop, that ye may be able to withftand. in 
the evil day, and having done all to ftand. Stand 
therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breaftplate of righteoufnefs 5 
and your feet fhod with the preparation of the 
Sofpel of peace; above all, taking the fhield of 
faith, wherewith ye fhall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked ; and take the helmet of 
falvation, and the fword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of Gon.” 
3+ ‘But to bear armour is not all that is requi- 
fite. The foldier muft have {kill to ufe, and cou. 
rage to brandith the weapons he wields.. To da 
honour to his calling, he muft embofom 2 heart 
brave and refolute, muft be able to meet undaunt. 
edly the threatening hoft, to face conrageoully the 
onfet of the battle, and heroically to jeopard his 
life in the high places of the field. Equally necef 
fary are fortitude and intrepidity in THE Goop 
SOLDIER or Jzsus Curis. Expofed to many 


trials and dangers, and called to contend, “ not ~ 


againft flefh and blood, but againft principalities 
and Powers, againft the rulers of the darknefs of 
this world, againft {piritual wickednefles in high 
Places,” he will have conftant occafion.for the mofe 
refolute and adtive vacour. © And this he will derive, 
mott effectually, from Chriftian principles, motives, 
8nd hopes.—* The righteous are bold as lion.’* 
Thofe who ftand “ ftrong in the Lord and the 
Power of his might,’’ muft indeed be invincible. — 
The animal {pirits may be exhaufted: the firmeft 

ibre may give way: the ftrongeft nerve may re- 
lax: But the intrepidity which religion infpires, 


ee, ae 3" YY 
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‘noperplexities can difcourage, and no dangers 
can appal. It fhrinks from no difficulty, it is dif 
concerted by no exigence; but refolutely goeson, 
whatever be the path of duty or of fervice aflign- 
ed; and, though it may be refifted or, opprefled, 
it never yields. So true is the obfervation. of a 
celebrated {ceptic, that ‘ religious motives slg g 

courage infurmountable by any human obftacle. 


Truz valour is diftinguifhed from natural sa 
rage, by being always calm and fedate, inane 3 
fearing nor defpifing the danger 1t 15 cities a 
meet. But Chriftian heroifm has not only thofe 
properties which diftinguifh virtuous valour from 
natural courage, it is moreover excited by aot 
motives, governed by higher views, and aunt hee 
with nobler principles. — Its objects, too, are more 
excellent and arduous than thofe that “era ie 
mere human courage to the utmott Jetede, yp lets 
exercifed in-a caufe more honourable ty et 
ant, and againft enemies more powerfu sie iN 
gerous; where retreat would be more Intamous, 
and to furrender more fatal, than’ in any ory, 
expedition. } 


Accorpine to the increafe of difficulties gad é 
ftrength of mind 


dangers, and the proportionable te ee eae 
exerted in furmounting them, a bea 
character rifes, and our ‘veneration ga d mal 
hanced. The foldier who marches atk fu ‘ 
defend his country, and bravely repels Fy ae 
which threatened its liberties, is dignified Py ug 
name of Hero, and rewarded by diate 


* Hume, Hitt. of Engl, vol. is p- 8t- ra 
J 
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acclamations of mankind. And js not tb € 
TIAN, who ftands up for the eternal interes OF hj 
foul, and is refolute to fecure and preferve the 
liberties wherewith Chrift hath made hi™ free 
‘more deferving of applaufe than the bloO 
champion in the fields of carnage P 
4. So.piers are cheered by a confi ops é 
their leader. His prefence, his orders> ae Das 
Mating voice, roufe all their ardor, infpit al 
their exertions, and animate them to exploits of 
nobleft enterprize. Under the banners ©, his 
arent Commandes the Cor ISTIAN has Peet 
ly Wefbie ht Fie Sopedence. vicars ae 
forward ath ite routed army, and e 
hs yy, wacrity and zeal, ‘congU 
‘onquer. ; 


dence In 


ring and 


a oe Sotpirrs are animated with ue 
Tdor when afflured that the caufe in which they 
that fuc. 


re ChBaged is a jut and good one, and 
hoe call And Ray CuriertaNes engaged 
the moft tighteous and Henrctile caufe, May 

ed affurance ‘«« fight the good fightjot 
the faints ha yfince ng who leads the ar™1€9 of 
defend hist S engaged to frengthen, to fuccours 
one dangeel ian oa them fafely geese sh 
ch they may be furrounceds 

ad to crown them with baton, Gh immortal 
___ Tue profpect of fucces, tend tly to encour. 
§e in-any undertaking , but a satan. have we 
the fame affurance as in the Rh ured WARFARE, 
par of fuccefsful combatants. a noble atmy of 
riumphant champions, teltify that victory is eafy 


i a. 


e CHRig_ 


d-ftaineg ? 


e marches. 
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to the valiant, and certain to the faithful; having 
themfelvés been “ conquerors dnd more than cons 
qlerors.” Nay, the enemies with whom we have 
to’‘contend have been already defeated.’ Our ex- 
altéd Leader hath “'{poiled’principalties and‘ pow- 
ers, and’ made a fhow of them openly, triumphing 
over them.”? To his faithful followers he hath 
alfo given’ the affurance’ that they {hall be victori- 
- 0Us and fit down with him on his throne, as he 
hath overcome arid fat down with the Father on 
his thrones*\: Should ‘not this roufe our refolution 
and invigorate our zeal? Surely he muft have an 
abject ‘mind: who will not contend earnelftly for 
‘the defence of his  deareft interefts, and for the 
fecurity of his higheft happinefs!:' He muft. beva 
Coward indeed who fhrinks from the’ combat 
When fure of fuccefs. - Hevhas not: the fpirit of a 
man, much Jefs ofa foldier, who will not fight 

with victory in view. . \. 
Erg long, Chriftians, will every toilfome cam- 
Paign be over, and the weary march of human 
life ‘be* ended, © You will have won the day. 
Wreaths of unfading glory will reward your com- 
bat, and crown your victory, and an entrance be 
‘Miniftered to you-abundantly ‘into the evetlafting 


“Kingdom and joy of our Lord. 


Havina’ thus caufed ‘the Sonprer and the 
Caristian to pafs''in review before you, my 


‘friends, do ‘you not’ perceive that for either to 


make his calling and’profeffion effeétual, he muft 
he obfervant of the duties belonging to his ftation, 
ae: * Rapelniih ik ‘ 
Cc 
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and faithful in the fervice in which he is engaged ? 
It may hardly then be neceflary to fuggeft to this 
ANTIENT AND HONORABLE ARTILLERY 
COMPANY any additional motives for perfever- 


ance in military difcipline, or for becoming accome 
plifhed in the knowledge of taétics. 


GENTLEMEN, you are fully fenfible that, would 
you honour your calling and your eleétion, you 
muft not only equip yourfelves for making a hand- 
fome figure on parade, and endeavour with dex- 
terity and addres to handle arms on a review 5 
but aim to become diftinguifhed proficients in 
your art, and fit to lead on our armies to battle 


when the defence of our country fhall demand 
your affiftance, 


As you unite the character of Chriftians and of 
foldiers, we look to you with the moft perfect 
Confidence, not Only as the affertors of our rights, 


and the Protectors of our territory, our liberties 
and our laws : 


b i ftandard 
of our religion =e rallying around the 


maintain} 2 tO Vindicate its authority, and to 
aintain inviolable the fandity of its altars. 


THoucn in this feai we enjoy 
bleflings of Peace; we know not how foon thefe 
may be imvaded, and the happy fcenes which now 
ladden our country be difturbed and changed. 

Thofe who have turned the world upfide down, 
sie: Sa pane alfo,” to excite and foment feuds 

1 . OTe 

Roufed Cai the mine of revolution. 
we may yet 


be called Upon to maintain, and cho/en 


t, or exafperated by infult, _ 
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to defend that liberty and independence which 
we have purchafed at the expenfe of fo much 
- treafure and blood. Some defperate ufurper of 
infatiable ambition, “breathing out threatening 
and flaughter,” after sakes Te Europe, 
may feek to reduce America to the fame LEVEL, 
and think to fettle the balance of EQUALITY, like 
the Indian favage, by throwing his pike and “ad 
mufket into the feale. Rather than fubmit tot F 
degradation, or tamely furrender ene: Zi 
glory of our nation, we would unitedly refolve to 
Oppofe the fury of the ene and fs ae ou 
Peace and profperity /ure, by ellorts i % mott vig. 
Orous and refiftance the moft powerful, 
Unwitxine, however; to ee fuch a alter- 
Native, yet prepared and ee ale iY 
emergency, let us thank Gop loneipoteenees 
enjoy, and pray that we may. fudge 
BLESsINGs or LisgRTY AND THE A ‘oh 
Pra 
Soe my hearers, ree es ie 
called to wear the wreaths of sete and o hee 
Toes, there is propofed to youa Biveiewee nc 
and noble:—ro CONTROL THE : » TO 
SUBDUE THE LusTS OF THE tines eral : 
VICTORY oveER SIN, AND 7° ep call for ae 
WorLD. Thefe are exploits W i carte a 
refolution, and difplay pian Pe 4 fli ht a 
they can boaft, who have ah a hi h fe ht dt 
Mies of the aliens, have cats tok Ath eo 
ing rampart and battered ¢ onal fi oe pie 
city, or have levelled to ue ra Srtifications 7 
and caftles that withftoo Vages of time, 
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